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The DARTNet Institute is a rapidly growing collaboration of practice-based research networks that are building a national collec-

tion of data from electronic health records, claims, and patient-reported outcomes.  The networks blend quality improvement, 

effectiveness, and translational research with a data-driven learning system.   

  

PQRS Service 

As we near the end of 2016, your practice organization will need to determine a PQRS solution for the 2016 
measurement year. If you do not have a reporting solution already then DARTNet can help. The data that 
DARTNet imports from your EHR for Meaningful Use Registries or other Quality Improvement Services can 
also be used for PQRS reporting.  

Opting into this additional service through DARTNet will 

allow you to meet 2016 PQRS reporting criteria as well as 

set you up for future success in MACRA / MIPS which will 

begin in 2017. 

MACRA/MIPS 

The Medicare Access & CHIPS Reauthorization Act of 2015 (MACRA) final rule was re-
leased in November. The Merit-Based Incentive Payment System (MIPS) is a new program 
that combines parts of the Physician Quality Reporting System (PQRS), the Value Modifi-
er (VM or Value-based Payment Modifier), and the Medicare Electronic  
Health Record (EHR) incentive program into one single pro-

gram. If you continue submission with DARTNet, you are eligi-

ble to attest for bonus points. If reporting, the minimum report-

ing period is 90 days. The longer you report the more points 

you earn. We will comply with the MACRA/MIPS requirements 

and will relay any new information as it become available.  
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https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/index.html?redirect=/pqri/
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-Fee-for-Service-Payment/PhysicianFeedbackProgram/ValueBasedPaymentModifier.html
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/Value-Based-Programs/VMP/Value-Modifier-VM-or-PVBM.html
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-Fee-for-Service-Payment/PhysicianFeedbackProgram/ValueBasedPaymentModifier.html
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/Value-Based-Programs/VMP/Value-Modifier-VM-or-PVBM.html
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/index.html?redirect=/ehrincentiveprogramsincentiveprogram


DI Registry Updates  

DI Quality / Foundation 

DARTNet is working on a rollout 

timeline for the Quality and Foun-

dation Suite clients. The goal is to 

have client data in the Registry by 

the end of Q4 2016. DARTNet will 

work with Network partners direct-

ly on more specific details.    

Cerner ASP Clients 

Version 2 data query and files 

tested successfully in Q2 2016. 

DARTNet has processed all Q2 

2016 data and emailed super us-

ers with login credentials to ac-

cess data in the User Interface. If 

you did not receive login creden-

tials, please email DIRegis-

try@DARTNet.info. The Registry 

will continue to be updated on a 

quarterly basis. 

eCW Clients 

The eClinicalWorks data query 

was validated and finalized in late 

April 2016. eCW is in the process 

of extracting and transferring his-

torical data files for all clients reg-

istered with DARTNet. A roll out 

plan has been established. After 

the data is transferred to DART-

Net, it takes 8-16 weeks to be-

come available in the Registry 

User Interface. As data becomes 

available in the Registry User In-

terface, DARTNet will email super 

users with login credentials and a 

link to training videos and 

guides.   

Individual Hosted Clients 

DARTNet is working directly with 

several clients that represent ap-

proximately 15 other data 

sources. Please contact DIRegis-

try@dartnet.info if you fall into this 

category and have questions re-

garding your data or timeline. 

Questions? Contact us at:  

DIRegistry@dartnet.info 

Reminder For Registry Clients 

Check the Registry SharePoint documents section 

regularly for updates to the user manuals or Training 

Videos section for new demo videos.  

Training videos now available: 

1. ENSW Practice User Training 

2. SIM Practice User Training 

3. General PPR Practice User Training 

Training videos are in development: 

1. Super User Training 

2. ENSW Numerators & Denominators Training 

Component Patient Safety Organization Regis-

try (DCPSO) Update 

DARTNet is excited to announce that a second DARTNet Clinical Data Regis-

try is ready to accept data.  The DARTNet Component Patient Safety Organi-

zation is accepting data for the new Patient Safety Registry.  This data will be used 

to improve population health outcomes and to increase patient safety.  This regis-

try meets the requirements of a Clinical Data Registry in the CMS Meaningful Use 

Objective 10:  Public Health and Clinical Data Registry Reporting.   

Please contact the DIRegistry or check our website for more information. 

Practice Performance Registry– Meaningful Use 

In the Final CMS Rule for Meaningful Use, Public Health and Clinical Data 

Registry Reporting have been consolidated into a single Objective 10.  All 

Eligible Professionals (EPs) who participate in the DI Practice Performance Regis-

try and use a certified EHR technology to provide data meet the Clinical Data Reg-

istry Reporting measure, measure 3 of Objective 10.  In addition, EPs can now 

meet two measures of Objective 10 by submitting data to both the DI Practice Per-

formance Registry and the Patient Safety Registry. 

Available metric list and Devel-

opment timeline can be found 

here on our website. 

 

Specialty categories in  

development Q1 2017:  

 Podiatry: Diabetic Foot Care 

and Screenings 

 Pediatrics: Childhood Im-

munizations; Chronic Disease 

Mgmt and Preventive Screen-

ings 

mailto:DIRegistry@dartnet.info
mailto:DIRegistry@dartnet.info
http://www.dartnet.info/ComponentPSO.htm
http://www.dartnet.info/PracticePerformanceRegistry


What’s New in 

DARTNet Institute is involved with many funded research studies 

All DI research collaborations begin with a conversation. If you have a research idea and you would like to explore         

opportunities for collaboration with DI, please contact Dr. Wilson Pace, DI CMO, 

Wilson.Pace@dartnet.info, or 1-800-434-0278 ext. 12  

What’s New in 

Consulting  

Psychiatrist 

Evidence Now Southwest 

EvidenceNOW Southwest (ENSW) is a $15 million 

initiative to build a critical infrastructure to help small-

er primary care practices improve the heart health of 

their patients by applying the latest medical research 

and tools.  ENSW is funded by the Agency for 

Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) and led by 

the University of Colorado at Denver. DARTNet man-

ages data presentation and reporting. 

 

Integrating Behavioral Health  

into Primary Care 
This $18.5 million clinical trial, led by the University of Ver-

mont School of Medicine (UVM), explores the comparative 

effectiveness of integrating behavioral health into a prima-

ry care setting for comorbid behavioral health and medical 

problems.  

The study explores two ways for helping these patients. In 

co-location, a behavioral health clinician (such as a psy-

chologist or social worker) is located in or near the primary 

practice to increase the chance that the patient will make it 

to treatment. In Integrated Behavioral Health (IBH), a be-

havioral health clinician is specially trained to work closely 

with the medical provider as a full member of the primary 

treatment team.  

This study evaluates if increased integration of evidence-

supported behavioral health and primary care services, 

compared to simple co-location of providers, improve out-

comes. It will also explore if the manner in which behavior-

al health services are offered will influence the patients 

decision to seek out or accept the offered services. This 

study is led by Benjamin Littenberg, MD from UVM and 

funded by Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute 

(PCORI). DARTNet will manage all electronic health rec-

ord data as well as patient consenting. 

Transforming Clinical Practice  

Initiative (TCPI) 

This large federal investment, recruiting 25,000 clini-

cians nationally, is uniquely designed to support clini-

cian practices through nationwide collaborative and 

peer-based learning networks that facilitate practice 

transformation. Colorado's Practice Transformation 

Network (PTN) will provide technical assistance sup-

port to help equip clinicians with tools and support 

needed to improve quality of care, increase patients’ 

access to information, and spend dollars more wisely. 

The Colorado PTN will prepare clinicians to be suc-

cessful with new models of compensation that require 

new models of care delivery, effective care coordina-

tion, and demonstrated value of care. DARTNet man-

ages data presentation and reporting. 

mailto:Wilson.pace@dartnet.info
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Danica Schrader is our featured employee this quarter. She 
started working with DARTNet in March 2016, as a Client 
Support Manager for our Practice Performance Registry 
Meaningful Use Clients and our new Patient Safety Registry. 
Her excellent contributions and commitment to quality cus-
tomer service has played a significant role in the growth and 
success of our registries.  

What do you like most about DARTNet?  

I love that we are taking Meaningful Use from something 
Providers feel as, and I quote, “Meaningful Use-less” to 
something they can use to improve their practice and ulti-
mately their patients’ lives.  

Tell us three things most people don’t know about you…  

1. I grew up in a town of 300 people in rural Iowa where eve-
ryone knew everyone.  

2. I bring my Goldendoodle puppy, Quinn, with me to work 
every day. She is the unofficially, official DARTNet Dallas mas-
cot.  

3. I recently went out of the United States for the first time 
and now have a strong case of Wanderlust – so much that I 
am heading to Antigua for Christmas! 

What kinds of hobbies and interests do you have outside of 
work? 

 I am a big foodie – so I love to cook, bake and try new res-
taurants all around Dallas. I also enjoy knitting and crafting, 
the Pinterest kind. The rest of my time is filled with reality 
cooking shows and training my puppy, Quinn.  

Would you rather go without the internet or a car for a 
month?  

Without a doubt, I’d rather go without a car. At least with 
Internet I can stream Netflix, order delivery AND request an 
Uber when I need to go somewhere.  

For more contact information visit our web page at www.dartnet.info 

Reminder for Quality / Foundation Suite 

Clients:  

EHR UPGRADING SOON? 
Let DARTNet know when you are expecting a version up-

date to your EHR. These updates can effect the DARTNet 

data connectors, data imports, data element mapping and 

access to EHR Interface.  

Contact Caitlin Watkins with questions.  

Caitlin.Watkins@dartnet.info  

CONTACT DARTNet 
Philanthropy / Foundation 

Partnerships— 

Allyson Jasper, CEO 

Allyson.Jasper@dartnet.info  

1 (800) 434-0278 ext. 13 

 

Research Opportunities— 

Wilson Pace, CMO 

Wilson.Pace@dartnet.info 

1(800) 434-0278 ext. 12 

MU2 Registries— 

Danica Schrader 

Danica.Schrader@dartnet.info 

1(800) 434-0278 ext. 7 

 

Clinical Decision Support / 

Population Mgmt— 

Caitlin Watkins, RN 

Caitlin.Watkins@dartnet.info  

1(800) 434-0278 ext. 6 

DARTNet Institute | 12635 East  Montview Blvd , Sui te 136 | Aurora, CO 80045  

1(800) 434-0278 | www.dartnet.info 

 

Debbie Graham 

Chief Operating Officer 

Deborah.Graham@dartnet.info 

 

Amanda Ratigan,  

Dir. of Analytics  

Amanda.Ratigan@dartnet.info 

 

Rachel Bryan Kent,  

Dir. of Client Services  

Rachel.Kent@dartnet.info 

 

Elias Brandt,  

Dir. of Technical Services  

Elias.Brandt@dartnet.info 

 

Matt Pugliese  

Software Developer  

Matt.Pugliese@dartnet.info 

Charis Ackerson, RN, BSN,  

BS, MPH, RNC-NIC 

Data Analyst 

Charis.Ackerson@dartnet.info 

 

Trijoon Pradhan  

Development Operations  

Specialist 

Trijoon.Pradhan@dartnet.info 

 

Michael Holmes  

Development Operations  

Specialist / Server  

Administration 

Michael.Holmes@dartnet.info  

 

Deejay Zwaga 

Research Project Manager 

Deejay.Zwaga@dartnet.info  
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